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ner, Mass., was then appointed temporary 
secretary and she and Miss Child were 
named to appoint a nominating committee 
for permanent officers. 

The discussion of appropriations and 
budget systems for small libraries was 
then opened by Edna H. Wilder of the 
Russell Memorial Library, Middletown, 
Conn. It was suggested that most library 
commissions have collected such data for 
their own localities but that some effort 
should be made to collect such material in 
one document and that the Bureau of 
Education already had made some attempts 
in this direction. It was moved that Miss 
Wilder as chairman should appoint a com- 
mittee of seven who should investigate 
present sources of information and possible 
means of collecting more. It was also 
moved that a sub-committee should be 



named to formulate a standard of good 
library work toward which small libraries 
might aim. 

The next topic discussed was time and 
money savers. W. K. Stetson of New Haven 
opened the discussion, followed by Grace E. 
Kingsland of the New Hampshire Library 
Commission. This was followed by a gen- 
eral discussion of cheap methods of library 
binding for magazines with especial empha- 
sis upon Mr. Tisom's system at Maiden. 

The meeting closed with an informal ac- 
count by Mrs. May Lamberton Becker, edi- 
tor of the Readers' Guide Section of the 
Neio York Evening Post, of the work 
which she is doing and a cordial invita- 
tion from her to all librarians to investi- 
gate and use her department at any time. 

Flora B. Roberts, librarian, Kalamazoo 
Public Library, was elected chairman. 
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The Round Table of Training Class In- 
structors met on Wednesday, June 22nd, 
at 2:30 p.m. in the Sun Parlor. The meet- 
ing was called to order by the Chairman, 
Julia A. Hopkins, Supervisor of Staff In- 
struction in the Brooklyn Public Library. 
Bertha R. Barden, Supervisor of Inventory 
Records and Apprentice Class in the Cleve- 
land Public Library, acted as secretary 
pro tem. 

The members of the committee appointed 
at the Asbury Park conference were Julia 
A. Hopkins, Principal, Training Class, 
Brooklyn Library, chairman, Adah F. Whit- 
comb, Director of the Training Class in 
the Chicago Public Library, and Lucy 
L. Morgan, Instructor of Apprentices in the 
Detroit Public Library. This committee 
was instructed to report on two matters: 
(1) a standardized course of training for 
apprentice classes; (2) a form of organi- 
zation for instructors of training and ap- 
prentice classes. 

Miss Hopkins presented the report which, 
summarized, was as follows. 

There are four agencies at present sur- 
veying the status of training and appren- 
tice classes; the A. L. A. Committee of 



Five, the A. L. A. Committee on National 
Certification and Training, the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Training, and the 
Carnegie Corporation. 

With these four agencies already con- 
ducting investigations, the committee 
deems it inadvisable to start a separate 
questionnaire; especially as some of the 
members of the committee are furnishing 
the questionnaires for these other surveys, 
and will have access to the findings. 

If these surveys, — especially those con- 
ducted by the A. L. A. Committee of Five 
and the A. L. A. Committee on National 
Certification, have practical results, the 
professional standards for training and ap- 
prentice classes will be determined, and 
it: will then be the task of each individual 
class to measure itself by those standards. 

In regard to this part of its assigned 
task, your committee refers you to the 
printed reports of the A. L. A. committees, 
and recommends that you continue a com- 
mittee to have in charge the matter of 
standardized courses; that this committee 
be instructed to keep in touch with all 
agencies working toward such courses, and 
report progress to the Round Table, or its 
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succeeding organization, at each meeting. 
In regard to a proposed form of organi- 
zation for instructors of training and ap- 
prentice classes, there are three possibil- 
ities before us: 

(1) To become a sub-section of the A. 
L. A. Professional Training Section. 

(2) To ask for a separate section of 
our own. 

(3) To form an independent organiza- 
tion. 

Your committee favors the Independent 
organization, although it does not absolute- 
ly recommend that for adoption at this 
meeting. Our problems seem so different 
from those of the library schools and other 
forms of training, we need our own med- 
ium for the exchange of ideas, of methods, 
practice, policies, etc., and also for the 
collection and distribution of material. 

We want, first of all, a list of the lib- 
raries conducting training and apprentice 
classes. No such list is obtainable from any 
of the existing A. L. A. agencies interested 
in library training. 

We need a center where outlines, lists, 
etc. can be on file for consultation. There- 
fore, it seems as if we could procure these 
things more effectively as an independent 
organization, like that of the Association 
of American Library Schools. 

All persons and institutions Interested in 
training and apprentice classes should be 
admitted to membership. 

The committee recommends that voting 
on questions of policy, or election of offi- 
cers, be done by mail, for two reasons, in 
order that all registered members will 
have a chance to express an opinion, and 
that the valuable time of the session will 
not be taken up with unnecessary business 
formalities and organization detail. 

The committee felt that the most im- 
portant piece of work was to obtain a list 
of the libraries conducting training and 
apprentice classes. Through notices sent 
to library periodicals and publications, and 
through correspondence with the state lib- 
rarians and secretaries of state library 
commissions, a list of fifty-four libraries 
has been obtained. 



The committee recommends that the new 
committee be instructed to draft a simple 
constitution for the organization, that a 
copy of this draft be sent to every library 
registered on our list for approval, crit- 
icism, suggestions or additions; that, from 
these suggestions, the committee work out 
the final draft, a copy of which must be 
sent to every person or library on the reg- 
istered list, for voting upon; that all votes 
be sent to the chairman of the committee 
at least two weeks before the next A. L. A. 
Conference, so that the result of the vote 
may be presented at the Round Table held 
in connection with that Conference. 

Motion that this report of the Committee 
be accepted was carried. 

Informal discussion followed. Miss Clat- 
worthy mentioned the individual instruc- 
tion given in small libraries. Mr. Rush pre- 
ferred the use of the word "training" to that 
of "apprentice." The Chairman said that a 
distinction between these two terms was 
needed; but that in the present condition 
of elementary training probably neither 
could be discarded. 

The question of membership was brought 
up; as to whether persons or institutions 
should constitute the membership. In re 
gard to voting the consensus of opinion 
seemed to be In favor of the institution; 
but in regard to the payment of dues, there 
seemed to be a good deal of doubt as to 
whether the very small library would be 
able to pay even a small sum. Miss Rath- 
bone told of the practice of the Association 
of American Library Schools on this point; 
that the vote was by schools on policies 
and expenditures, and sometimes by indi- 
viduals where an expression of opinion 
was wanted. 

The Chairman called for nomination of 
members of the new committee. It was 
voted that the present committee be con- 
tinued for another year. Julia A. Hopkins 
is the chairman. 

The meeting adjourned. 

Julia A. Hopkins, 
Chairman. 



